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GREAT PROPHETS WHOSE WORDS
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ITHOUT any reference to these closing years of the nineleenth cen-
tury as being the “Jast days'—in which the propliedles supposed to
herald the milleaniom arve being fulfilled—there is much which can be
declaredt as fulfilment of Hebrew prophecy while the world waxes

clder and the generations come and go..

The first emphaile statement to be made Is thils, that whatever in the long
centuries has occurred as the fulfilment of prophecy, beneficlal or etherwisa,
to natlons or races;, may be assuwmmed ms relating to womsan: as much o5 to
man, since women and girls are the other half of & people whoss prominent
half may bte men apd boys. Victory afisr batile meant rejolcing among the
mothers. and wives, sisters and daughiers, while defeat meant distress amd
terror and suffering of many soris, to the women even meore than to the men:
The fortunes of war are those which krow ne sex.

Let us look at the prophets and prophecles of the plden time for a brief
ecaspn. Go back to Moses,. We are s0 apt to think of hinm as a leatder of
Israel out of bondage that we too often forget that he was & prophet also.
Far away from the city where he was the pet of the Ezypllan princess, and
In the szclusion and simplieity of a shepherd 1ife, Moses received the pmphe},l.c
gift. First am! greatest of the prophets of the Old Testament, he saw the
Divine Presenees In the flaming acacia tree, and heard the Divine Voice amid
the stormy grandeur of Mount Sinal. When he spoke it was to the Jews as
men and women., He réferred to thelr wives and thelr children; he had in
mind the glory that should eome to the ebedient. Propheey of a kind whose
fulfilment depends upon moral obedience reaches: beyond the age and the
people to whom It is addressed, and therefore the swan-sonz of Moses—in s0
far as it was prophecy—has been fulfilied, and is being fulfifed in the yvears
of the Christian era, therefore also In the Victorian age. Wherever good and
evil have been ret before any, and the choice hos been of the good, there in
that place, at that time and by that people, male and female, has ben realized
the fulfilment of the sptimistic word.

Joshua was the revered leader of Israel into the Promised Laad, which
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Moses only beheld from the sumunit of Plsgah, and when In the great captain’s
serene old ags—nfter peace had been conguersd snd the naticn hikl coame to
enjoy a rest from war—he addeessed the people, Joshua &lso followed in the
wake of the prophecies of Mosss, predioting good to those who obeyed the
divine lew. Wherever during Victoria's long relgn the law of rightecusness
kas preveiled In her domislons, prophetle ‘nlimations have become facts of
history, and the men and women of Great Britain have alike been blessed,

Elijah, who has besn termed “the grandsst and most romantic charicter
which Israel ever produced,’ Is to many a Bilile reader a prophet of such dig-
nity and sternness of demesnor that one is surprised when 8t, James spenks
of him as “a man of like passions with curselves'—meaning, alup, of like sym=-
pathies and hopes and loves and lsudable ambitions—a man of the people,
though by his vocation as a propSet a riler and & gulde,

“(n Hoereb's mount the propliet stood,” and theye he leamead a lesson which
he eommuniealed to the world; so that not alone his nation, bnt 211 nations
may Iearn that mot In the earthquake, nor the fire, nor In the strong and
mighty mind, but Ih “the s, small volve™ pests forever the symbol of the
mightlest power. The Englich speaking people as well as the Hebrew nation
have learned the mesning of the great words “tendencies”” “inffuence?
ergwth,” “eyolution,” as the outcome of sllent and mighiy forces The forecs
of forees is the Christinn’s god. And never before, as In the Viclerian age;
has thls knowledge of the power of silent forces been so fully shown or cxem-
plifiad,

The womon of the Mayfower under that inffaence became heroines in the
dawn of the sevenieenth cantury. Florenes Nighlingele, Dorothen Dix, Clara
Barton and the whole vast company of nurses and plilanthrople womean—in
times of war and times of peate—lave heen durlng Vietoria®s raign proving
the working 6f an unseen bLut mizhty influence on bomevolent lnes, which s
more and mora the fulfilment of rraphecy. he women mentioned are but
typez. Thelt honored names awake a thousand memories and st our zoula
by hevoic-assoeiations. Women of BMayTower spirit 28 well as ancegtry crowid
the highest walks of American life to-day. Women with philanthrenie splrit
and inercasing opportunities: for being kelplful to huomarpity in #ts suiferings
and needs are prominent fn both hemispheres, “Vietorla rules over a wvast
pumber of suclh women, while a Jarger number who are not her subjecis re-
spect and honor her, realizing that she has helped rather than hindered the
fulflment of profitecy by her own career. Had Vietorld besn B “Rlocdy
Mary" or a Catherine of Russia, Great Brilain would not occupy the high place
she does to-day, The long relgn of this one pesce-loving womaon has afflerded
opportunity for both men and women (n various lines to fulfll proghecy.

The stodious mny ponder over the pages of Grotius, Biskop Newton, Dr.
Hammond, Le Clerc and many another of the writers who have essayed to
explaia the prophecies of the Old and New Testzments, but not t» expowndsr
among them is able to satisfy every inquirer after the proafs which Indicate
that prophecy has become history. As It requires a poet soul to comprehend
a poet's utterance, =o it requires a measure of prophetic ability to compre-
hend the grand utterances of those who, as St. Peter says, were “the holy men
of God" who “spake us they were moved by the Holy Ghost.™

St. Peter also epoke of the “holy women who trusted in God,” and the
names of Huldah and Anna the propheteas arise to mind as types of those who
were equally “moved by.the Holy Ghost,” with the men prophets of their
age, and whose successors In these days wonld be equally able to discern the
merging of prophetic promises Into historic realizations,

From early @avs s Sunday-school pupils we have all heard the expression
“Four prophets the greater and twelve prophets the 1ees.” These, with Moses,
Joshua and Elijah; eonstitute the nineteen prophets whom the artist Bargent
has immortalized anew {n hiz artistic representations. There on the Parnassus
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